For release:  March 2010
ACRE launches £500,000 grants fund for communities affected by quarrying
Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE)1, and members of the Rural Community Action Network (RCAN)2, have announced the launch of this year's COMMA fund.  

COMMA, the Community Aggregates Fund, uses money from Defra’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF) to address the impacts of aggregate extraction on the environment and local communities.3 COMMA supports community-based projects in 23 qualifying areas in England.4 
Almost any community activity can be supported and the Fund offers a fantastic opportunity to get the support needed to make a real difference for local people. Grants of between £3,000 and £20,000 are available.  
Sylvia Brown, Chief Executive of ACRE said ‘The COMMA Fund has supported a diverse and exciting range of community initiatives which have made a real difference to communities at local level.  In 2010, we look forward to working with Defra and RCAN to continue this successful programme.’  
A full list of the 2009 project awards is available on the ACRE website. These include: reducing the carbon footprint of a community hall, improving access to a play area, provision of allotments and restoration of a Motte and Bailey! 

Notes to editors:

1. ACRE is the national rural community development charity.  It is the national body for the Rural Community Action Network (RCAN), which operates at national, regional and local level in support of rural communities across the country. 

2. RCAN covers the whole of rural England through the work of 38 member organisations, eight regional bodies and ACRE.  Network members link national, regional and local policy with community action at the grass roots.  The local member organisations are all independent charities, largely county-based.
3. In 2008, Defra commissioned ACRE to deliver a further three years of funding, with finances drawn from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.  The grants programme is distributing funds in 3 stages: 2008-2009, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011, focussing on supporting community projects in settlements affected by quarrying.  
4. Applications are made via one of the 23 RCAN members in whose areas the fund is applicable. See the ACRE website for more details. In a number of other areas, Defra directly funds local authorities to deliver the ALSF.
5. Five essential conditions must be satisfied for projects to be eligible:

· The community where the project is based is/has been affected by aggregates extraction or transportation of aggregates 

· The proposed project is within 10 kilometres of an aggregates extraction site, either current or disused 

· The proposed project must benefit the whole community or section of the community, not an individual 

· The applicant must be a community organisation, a charity or a parish/town council 

· All project works funded by COMMA grants this year must be capable of completion by the end of March 2011.
6. Further information about the fund is available on the ACRE website at http://www.acre.org.uk/sustainabledevelopment_comma.html, from Defra http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/land/aggregates/index.htm or from your local RCAN member.
7. For further information about the COMMA fund please contact ACRE on 01285 653477, Website www.acre.org.uk
